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Abstract:  The paper 'Poetry of the Earth: Eco-critical Readings of Modern Indian Poets' examines how contemporary 

Indian poetry respond through an Ecocritical lens, exploring how poets formulate the connections between human and 

the natural world. The study analyses how modern Indian poets from Nissim Ezekiel and A.K. Ramanujan, Kamala Das 

to modern voices like Mamang Dai and Arundhati Subramaniam, Jayanta Mahapatra exploiting nature not as a backdrop 

infact as a living entity interwined with spiritual cultural and ecological consciousness. Through intertextuality, imagery, 

symbolism and motifs like rivers, forests, mountains and wild life these poets may express the interconnectedness of 

human existence and ecological systems. And also, this study places the modern English poetry in both the Indian 

tradition and global environmental discourse that critically analyses the way in which poets would address deforestation, 

water scarcity, urbanization and climate change.  

The study also demonstrates about indigenous ecological and regional perspectives, investigating the local cultural 
memory and folklore poetic expression. Meanwhile, it also discusses about the dimensions of ecofeminist and intersects 

environmental degradation with emphasizing poetry’s potential to inspire awareness, social justice, reflection and action. 

By investigating the aesthetic strategies, socio-environmental and thematic concerns impact of contemporary Indian 

ecopoet this paper explores poetry as a vital literary and cultural force in responding to ecological challenges.  

Keywords:  Ecocriticism, Nature and Culture, Eco-Poetic, Sustainability in literature, Eco-Feminism,Indigenous 

Ecological Wisdom.   

INTRODUCTION  

Eco-criticism after the 20th century, connects the gap between literature and the environment. It demonstrates how literary 

works show the natural world and how they react to ecological challenges. Contemporary Indian English poetry offers 

the poets not only for aesthetic happiness but as a means to meet the ecological concerns. “The term ecocriticism became 

central to the Green Studies movement, encouraging reading of texts that highlights the relationship between humans and 
nature (Rueckert)”. In Indian context, the connection between literature and ecology are deeply related with historical 

and cultural roots. Indian ancient text like the Rig Upanishads, Rig Veda and Bhagavad Gita depicts the reverence for 

nature, emphasizing the interconnectedness of life and the cosmos (Tagore; Ramanujan). In due course, modernity and 

industrialization transforms this this harmony which makes the leading poets to use their art as a means of environmental 

resistance and reflection.  

Modern Indian poets build on tradition while addressing the ecological and social challenges of modernity. The poets like 
Nissim Ezekiel and A.K.Ramanujan emphasize the tensions between natural landscapes and urbanization while Mamang 

Dai and Jayanta Mahapatra highlight the connection between local ecosystems, cultural memory and spiritual ecology 

(Mahapatra45; Dai). This paper attempts the readers to know about the Indian poets through an ecocritical lens showing 

how they represent nature as an important part of Indian consciousness while raising the questions on ecological 

degradation, sustainability and displacement.  

ECO CRITICISM: AN OVERVIEW  

Eco criticism is meant to be both literary and cultural theory that exemplifies the representation of nature in literature. 
Scholars like Lawrence Buell and Cheryll Glotfelty related it as ‘The study of the relationship between the literature and 

physical environment’ which is not merely about the nature depiction rather it is related with how language, culture and 

imagination structures the human attitudes towards the environment.  

Eco criticism emerges through phases from the romantic idealization of nature to the recognition of environmental issue 

and advocacy on awareness of ecology. It is also interconnected with post colonial and feminist ecocriticism where the 

problems of land, power and gender intersect with environmental exploitation where this theory finds relevance in India 
due to the fact of agrarian economy, nation’s colonial history and diverse eco systems are under the threat from 

modernization. Eco criticism goes beyond the national concern to present global and translational ecological issues, 

highlighting the connectiveness of environmental problems across geographical and cultural boundaries. This global 

phase of global phenomena like biodiversity loss, climate change, resource depletion and environmental displacement 
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identifying that ecological crises cannot be confined to a single region or community. Eco criticism also integrates 

environmental narratives and acknowledging the unequal distribution of ecological risks and responsibilities. By 

connecting with global ecological interdependence, this approach broadens the scope of literary analysis to involve 

migration, cross-cultural narratives and planetary ethics, thereby literature plays as a medium that reflects and responds 

to shared environmental challenges.  

NATURE AND CULTURE IN INDIAN POETRY  

Nature constantly stands as an inspiration for Indian poets where the landscape of The Himalayas, monsoon rains, forest 
or rivers serve as an allegorical representation of both the spiritual reflection and ecological identity. In Rabindranath 

Tagore’s collective poems, the embodiment of nature, divinity and human emotions can be seen in ‘The Flower School’ 

and ‘The Banyan Tree’ that expresses a divine bond between man and the environment. His ecological vision is founded 

in Indian philosophy where the universe is obsessed as interconnected and harmonious. Getting into the modern era, 

A.K.Ramanujan and Nissim Ezekiel contemplate the loss of natural balance and urban alienation. These poets explore 

the nature in different perspective highlighting the tension between tradition and modernity and evolving human 

connection to the natural world. Like Ramanujan ‘s poem often express fragmented relationships between the self and 

the environment, depicting India’s transition from rural to urban culture. Ezekiel, in contrast, portrays a city disconnected 

from its ecological roots where the human spirit yearns for natural solace and industrial chaos.  

Moving on to contemporary poets like Jayanta Mahapatra, Arundhati Subramaniam, Mamang Dai follow the same pattern 

but from more environmentally conscious perspectives, Mahapatra’s concepts blend natural imagery with cultural 

introspection in ‘Relationship’ and ‘Dawn at Puri’ emphasizing the connection of human existence and the ecosystem. 

Mamang Dai from Arunachal Pradesh priorities the indigenous ecological wisdom to the readers reminding that ‘The 

land is sacred and memory is its guardian’. Her poetry captivates the oral tradition and environmental ethics of tribal life 

threatened by modern exploitation. Meanwhile, Subramaniam’s works exemplifies the spiritual ecology of human 

existence where the nature plays the role of healing and inner awakening.  

ECOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS AND PERSEVERANCE  

Indian modern poetry represents an evolving ecological consciousness where it shows that nature is not an external entity 

but a co- participant in human survival. The degradation of rivers, deforestation and climate change are the symbolic 

echoes in poetry. For instance, Mahapatra’s imagery of drought and decay depicts the socio-ecological despair of 

modernization . This poetic resistance connects with eco- spirituality, an approach that balances between material 

progress and ecological ethics. Poets express anger, grief and hope through metaphors which awakens the reader to the 

urgent need for sustainability.  

IMPACT AND SIGNIFICANCE  

The impact of ecologically related poetry lies to cultivate environmental awareness through emotional engagement rather 

than factual instruction. Through providing nature as a living presence binding with human existence, eco poetry reshapes 

reader’s perception of their responsibility towards the environment. Such poetry nurtures ethical reflection by 

implementing the ecological degradation that effects cultural identity, human survival and social harmony. Environmental 

crises are closely connected with urbanization , displacement and loss of indigenous knowledge. It protects ecological 

memory by recording endangered landscapes, disrupted ecosystems and vanishing traditions within literary forms. 

Meanwhile, eco poetry offers to academic discourse by expanding the opportunity of literary studies into environmental 
humanities, encouraging interdisciplinary dialogue. Its significance lies also in providing a balance between aesthetic 

expression and ecological consciousness. The issues in environmental crisis like climate change and urbanization 

intensify the poetry that represents in ‘Poetry of the Earth’ functions as both a warning and a beacon for ecological 

harmony, blending art with urgent advocacy.   

WOMEN POETS AND ECOFEMINISM  

In modern Indian poetry, women poets integrate this connection by depicting nature and the female body as figures of 

resilience, vulnerability and resistance. Poets like Meena Alexader, Kamala Das and Arundhathi Subramaniam 
exemplifies the experiences of environmental degradation and gendered silencing interconnected often using 

displacement. Their poetry challenges anthropocentric and patriarchal world views by emphasizing care, ethical 

responsibility and interdependence toward the natural world. From their personal memory, spiritual reflection, cultural 

history and spiritual reflection, these poets represent nature as an active presence that reflects women’s strengths and 

struggles. Through an eco-feminist lens, their works focus alternative ways of relating to the environment, advocating 

co-existence rather than domination. Their poems illustrate the voice of mother Earth seeking liberation from both social 

and environmental oppression.  
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Ecofeminist readings explore how the feminist voices in poetry conveys the struggles for gender justice and ecological 

balance. By reclaiming nature as nurturing and empowering rather than submissive, these poets interconnect green 

feminism rooted in empathy and renewal.  

POETIC TECHNIQUES AND ECOCRITICAL APPROACHES  

Poetic techniques in modern Indian poets convey environmental concerns and engage the readers in ecological reflection. 

Vivid imagery of forests, rivers and wildlife evokes an emotional response, while personification transforms nature into 

a sentient participant, emphasizing its vulnerability and agency (Ezekiel 23; Subramaniam 58). Connecting contemporary 
environmental issues with cultural memory, many poets use intertextual reference to classical texts, sacred geography or 

folklore. To rethink readers to realise their relationship with the environment and adopt more responsible ecological ethic 

these techniques are used in poetry to transcend mere description that becomes a tool of intervention and awareness. 

Poets often integrate these realities into their work stressing over eco-poetry that addresses both ecological and social 

concerns. Looking ahead, Indian poets highlight urban ecology, technological interventions into environmental awareness 

and balance between global ecological discourse and indigenous wisdom (Ezikiel 30). These directions illustrates that 

eco-poetry will remain a vital literary and ethical medium nurturing environmental consciousness, cultural preservation 

and global ecological dialogue.  

GLOBAL AND INDIGENOUS ECOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES IN INDIAN POETRY  

Indian poetry suggests a rich and nuanced engagement with ecological consciousness by emerging global environmental 

concerns with deeply rooted indigenous perspectives. From India’s ancient traditions, regional landscapes and cultural 

ethos, Indian poets coherent a vision of ecology that highlights harmony, reverence and coexistence with nature. This 

allows Indian poetry to serve as a bridge between global ecological discourse and indigenous environmental wisdom. In 

Indian poetry ecology connects nature as balance, patience, endurance perspective that aligns closely with indigenous 

ecological thoughts which perceive nature as sentiment and worthy of ethical consideration.  

Indian poetry uniquely creates global ecological awareness with indigenous environmental philosophies. While global 

ecological discourse highlights policy framework and scientific analysis, Indian poetry cultivates ecological problems 

through spirituality, cultural memory and emotional depth that translates abstract environmental concerns into intimate, 

relatable experiences. By indigenous traditions and responding to global problems, Indian poets suggest a holistic 

ecological vision that values sustainability, coexistence and justice. Their works strengthen the idea that ecological 

survival not only depends on technological solutions but also on ethical and cultural transformation.  

CONCLUSION 

Thus, contemporary Indian poetry becomes a reflection of ecological awareness and a mode of resistance. Poets redefine 

humanity’s relationship with the earth through their verses urging the readers to rediscovery harmony within nature. The 

works of the poets mirrors a fusion of cultural memory, ecological activism, and spirituality reminding us that persistence 

of poetry and the planet are deeply intertwined.   

In an era of climatic issues, ‘Poetry of the Earth’ is not only a literary theme but it is a call for consciousness. Through 

connecting environment with art, Indian poets sustain a dialogue between nature and humanity, tradition and modernity, 

reverence and rebellion. Ultimately eco-poetry confirms that literature plays a crucial role in sustaining ecological 

imagination, encouraging coexistence and rethinking humanity’s place within the natural world.   

REFERENCES 

[1]. Buell, Lawrence. “The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of 

AmericanCulture”. Harvard University Press, 1995.  
[2]. Dai, Mamang. “River Poems”. Writers Workshop, 2004.  

[3]. Glotfelty, Cheryll, and Harold From, eds. “The Ecocriticism Reader: Landmarks in Literary     Ecology”.  

University of Georgia Press, 1996.  

[4]. Mahapatra, Jayanta. “Relationship”. Chandrabhaga, 1980.  

[5]. Ramanujan, A.K. “The Collected Poems of A.K.Ramanujan”. Oxford University Press, 1995.  

[6]. Subramanian, Arundhathi. “When God is a Traveller”. Harper Collins, 2014.  

[7]. Tagore, Rabindranath. “The Gardener”. Macmillan, 1913.  

[8]. Rueckert, William. “Literature and Ecology: An Experiment in Ecocriticism”. Iowa Review, vol.9, no.1, 1978, pp.71-

86.  

[9]. Ezekiel, Nissim. ‘Collected Poems 1952-1988’. Oxford University Press, 1989.  

 [10].  Thapar, Romila. ‘Cultural Pasts: Essays in Early Indian History’. Oxford UP,2000.  

https://imrjr.com/

	INTRODUCTION
	ECO CRITICISM: AN OVERVIEW
	NATURE AND CULTURE IN INDIAN POETRY
	ECOLOGICAL CONSCIOUSNESS AND PERSEVERANCE
	IMPACT AND SIGNIFICANCE
	WOMEN POETS AND ECOFEMINISM
	POETIC TECHNIQUES AND ECOCRITICAL APPROACHES
	GLOBAL AND INDIGENOUS ECOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES IN INDIAN POETRY
	CONCLUSION

